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forall Volkswagens

TECH TIPS: Heater Core Replacement

Coolant leaking visibly into the passenger compartment is a sign of a faulty core or core
seal. A sweet, anti-freeze odor in the car’s interior or a constantly fogged windshield may also
indicate a faulty core. Inspect the carpet and the area near the floor vents for any signs of
moisture or coolant. A leaking heater core may be caused by over pressurization of the cooling
system.

To replace heater core:

1. Drain the coolant as described in the cooling system.
Remove the instrument panel.

3. Remove the two hose clamps and hoses from the heater core. They are accessible from
inside the engine compartment. Plug the core openings to prevent coolant from spilling.

4. Remove the air distributor by removing the toe nuts that hold it to the heater box.
Separate the distributor from the left and right air ducts.

5. Heater hose clamps and hose to be removed from heater core. Removed clips by
squeezing tangs.

6. Remove the heater box and control cable assembly by removing the three nuts that
hold the box to the car and by disconnecting the defroster duct and the fresh air blower
housing. Discard the old soft seal.
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